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V7Ft?.:R  ?P.L"IT  TPlTeS  IF  '-XJPOPF, 

The  winter  billing  of  fruit  trees  in  the  severe  winter  of  1926-29 
»7as  a  factor  in  the  1929  fruit  outjjut  of  Czechoslovakia,  Germany  ani 
Poland  and  the  effects  may  continue  to  operate  over  a  period  of  years, 
according  to  a  report  from  agricultural  Commissioner  L.  V.  St a ere  at 
Berlin,  quoting  articles  from  the  "Pragor  Tagblatt"  and  the  Gorman  peri- 
odical "D^r  Ob st  ur.d  Gartenbau". 

Czechoslpv 3j£i  a 

A  preliminary  estimate  of  the  number  ef  fruit  trees  frozen  or 
damaged  by  frost  ir.  Czechoslovakia  in  the  winter  of  1928-29  was  made  by 
the  Statistical  Office  of  Czechoslovakia,  based  on  conditions  at  the  end 
of  June  1929.     It    /as  found  that  in  Bohemia  2,870,040  fruit  trees  had 
been  frozen  or  badly  damaged.    Compared   /ith  the  1920  census  this  loss 
amounts  to  25.7  per  cent.     In  Mahren-Silesin  927,67"*  trees  or  20.-1-  per 
cent  ./ore  reported  damaged;  in  Slovakia  824,265  trees  or  21.2  per  cent 
and  in  Carpathian  Russia  136,697  trees  or  12.9  per  cent*    For  the  total 
country  -.-,750,000  trees  verc  reported  frozen  or  drugged.     Since  the  re- 
port ."/as  based  on  the  conditions  at  the  end  of  Jane  it  is  possible  that 
not  all  damage  ./as  included  as  some  of  the  injur 94  trees  may  not  have 
been  able  to  survive  the  dry  summer. 


The  numbers  of  various  kinds  of  fruit  tr.f ■-. »  frozen  or  damaged  in 
Czechoslovakia   /ere-  as  follows: 


Province 

:  apple 

:  Pear 

Plum 

:  V/alnUt 

:  1 .  C  0  0  t  r  3  s  s 

rl.OCC  tr*i 

e  -  )  ■■ 

(':■  trees 

a.OOQ  tre  -s 

Bohemia    i 

!  676 

:  539 

• 

• 

1 ,  522  : 

129 

Mahren- Silesia    .   .  •  ; 

t         Hi  i 

:  176 

■ 

397  : 

103 

Slovakia  ...... 

:        141  : 

:  97 

• 

392  : 

101 

Carpathian  Russia  .   .  ; 

33 

:  10 

» 

60  : 

32 

j.  o  t  a  1   .    .   .   .    .  . 

1,296  : 

•  f-2: 

2,1"!  i 

365 

The  loss  for  the  entire  country  sho.7j  that  the  ./ilnut  trees 
suffered  most  ./ith  a  loss  of  72.97  per  cert,  then  poars  24.6  per  cent, 
plums  21.22  per  cert  and  apples  20.16  per  cer.t. 


Gg  rm  r>ny 

Losses  in  Germany  '/ere  heaviest  in  the  eastern  sections  which  are 
not  the  most  important  sections  for  fruit  production.    Preliminary  reports 
for  Silesia  estimate  the  loss  of  country  or  community  owned  trees  at 
600,000,  which  is  estimated  to  be  from  60  to  75  per  cent  of  the  total 

( over ) 
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number  so  owned.    Ho '/ever,  three-fourths  of  all  Si  le  si  an  fruit  trees 

.ire  private  property  and  although  there  are  no  figures,  available  for 
these  trees,  total  losses  were  estimated  to  be  about  1,800,000  trees. 
The  damage  ./as  so  serious  that  it  is  believed  the  Silesian  fruit  culture 
•/ill  be  materially  reduce!  for  the  next  12-15  years.    The  low  winter 
temperatures  were  especially  destructive  because  of  the  drought  of  the 
preceding  summer  which  greatly  lowered  the  resistance  of  the  trees. 
The  less  Was  greatest  for  the  ol^er  trees,  it  being  estimated  that  trees 
ranging  from  30-50  years  of  age  showed  90-100  per  cent  damage  .vhercas 
trees  5-6  years  old  showed  a  loss  of  50  per  cent   and  those  up  to  1  year 
old  sho  ved  only  10-20  per  cent  injury*    The  total  damage  has  not  been 
estimated,  ho  /ever,  as  the  drought  of  1929  billed  off  some  of  the  trees 
which  had  partially  recovered  from  winter  injury,  especially  in  the 
case  of  apple  trees. 


cent age 

The  f olio. a ng  table 
of  total  number  of 

gives  the 
tracs  for 

estimated  loss  in  Silesi 
various  cinds  of  fruit. 

a  in  per- 

Kind  of  tree 

:  Loss 

:           Tir.d  of  tree 

Lo  ss 

:  Per  cent 

Tir  cent 

Cherry 
Cherry 

(  s  our ).....„  ; 

.     90-95  : 
.     60-70  • 
.     10-20  : 
>     75  60  • 

Peach  and  anricot  .   .  : 

50 
95-100 
90-100 

Statistics  of  losses  for  other  parts  of  Germany  ire  not  yet 
available.     The  losses  in  these  other  sections  -/ere  not  great  but  it 
apeaars  that  './inter  damage  to  fruit  trees  may  be  a  footer  of  some  im- 
portance for  the  next  crop,  especially  if    .'oather  conditions  are  un- 
favorable . 

Poland 

The  only  report  on  .?inter  injury  in  Poland  was  an  unofficial 
one  received  by  I.Ir.  Steere  which  stated  that  frost  had  destroyed  60  per 
cent  of  the  fruit  trees.    No  confirm  it  ion  of  the  statement  has  been 
received  but  the  loss  was  undoubtedly  severe  and  a-ill  be  of  some  im- 
portance in  its  effect  on  future  fruit  crops. 
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Washington 

F.S.  PORE  I  GET  HEWS  ON  FRUIT 
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consumption  of  FBESH  rRUlT  in  the  united  kingdom  in  1929 

The  estimated  per  capita  consumption  of  fresh  fruit  in  the  United 
Kingdom  in  1929  was  81.9  pounds  compared  with  66.4  pounds  last  year  and  an 
average  of  73.8  pounds  for  the  period  1924-1927,  according  to  a  recent 
issue "of  the  Fruit  Intelligence  Notes  of  the  Empire  Marketing  Board  received 
in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of   Agricultural  Economics.    The  fig-ores 
include  fresh  fruit  for  all  purposes,  including  commercial  preserving  and 
canning.    Fluctuations  in  per  capita  consumption  from  year  to' year  are  due 
mainly  to  changes  in  home  production  vhich  ir>  the  last  six  years  has  varied 
from  the  average  as  much  as  36  per  cent.     In  the  same  period  imports  varied 
at  the  most  but  7  per  cent  from  the  six  year  average. 

In  estimating  the  per  capita  consumption,  reexports  and  exports  were 
taken  into  consideration  and  approximate  estimates  of  fruit  production  m 
Scotland  and  northern  Ireland  were  made.     See  Foreign  Service  release  F.S. 
F-74  (Feb.  23,  1929)  for  detailed  explanation  of  methods  used  in  obtaining 
the  total  supply. 

UNITED  KINGDOM:    Fruit  supplies  and  consumption,  1924-1929 


Item 

;  1924 

;  1925 

;  1926     ;  1927 

I  1928 

J  1929  a, 

[Million 

•Million: 

•MillionsMi  11  ion: 

.Million 

{Million 

'•  pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds :  rounds 

;  pounds 

:  pound  s 

Net  imports  b/  

2,485.3: 

2,349.0; 

2,733.c :2,460.4: 

2,409.7- 

2,665.1 

Home  production  less  • 

.  652.4: 

:  1,07*7.4: 

5*9. 6| 1,075.2: 

658.0; 

.1,122.2 

Add  or  deduct  to  allow 

for  apple  carryover   -.  \ 

f  12.3; 

-74.1: 

%  96.7;  -86.6- 

*  54.7 

.  -62.8 

Net  supplies  .... 

'3,151.0: 

•  3 , 352  .  3 

.3,370.?^,449.n 

:3,122.4s 

744.5 

Consumption  rer  head     .   .  • 

' Pounds  : 

Pounds 

'■rsartfs  'founds  • 

Pound  3 

^Pounds 

:  70.2' 

t  74.6; 

74.5,  75.9; 

68.4 

t  61.9 

Fruit  Intelligence  Notes,  Empire  Marketing  BQ&fdL 

a/  Preliminary.        b/  Excluding  nuts,  but  including  bananas,    c/  Excluding 
cider  apples  and  perry  pears. 


The  above  estimates  make  no  provision  for  the  production  of  fruit  in 
private  gardens  since  no  information  along  this  line  is  available.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Empire  Marketing  Board,  it  may  be  assumed  that  variations  in 
such  production  are  similar  to  the  variations  in  the  commercial  production 
cf  the  country. 
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Production  of  all  kinds  of  fruit  in  England,  and  Wales  in  1929, 
with  the  exception  of  raspberries  and  strawberries,  was  above  average. 
The  dessert  and  cooking  apple  crop  was  less  than  2  per  cent  short  of 
the  bumper  crop  of  1925.     Dessert  and  cooking  pears  were  heavier  than 
in  any  of  the  sever  years  except  in  1924.    Plums,  cherries,  currants, 
and  gooseberries  were  all  above  average. 

ET7GLAITD  AETD  V/ALSS:     Production  of  fruit,  1924-1929 


Kind  Unit       ]  1924     ;  1925     *  1926     \  1927     '  1928     \  1929  a/ 

App_le_s_                 :  1,000  bush:  :  :  :  :  : 

Dessert  and      :  ;  ■•  ;     :  :  :  :  : 

cooking....:  "  :  5,553;  15,213:  2,604;  13,875:  6,781:  14,968 

Cider  :  "  :  2,660:  2,707:  2,415:  4,307:  3,115:  2,672 

Pears                   :  :::::: 

Dessert  and      ♦  :  :  .  .  .  : 

cooking  :  "  t  1,086;  184:  847:  1,605;  747$  1,197 

Perry  :  "  :  963;  40:  166:  93;  210;  231 

Plums  1,000  lbs  :  71,580:  69 ,712  :  147  , 616  : 11 1 ,888  ;  104 ,  944;  136 ,080 

Cherries  :  «  :  23,958;  39,088:  21,840:  34,048;  23,408:  33,152 

Currants  :  «  :  39,200:  26,448:  26,880;  33,152;  29,456:  36,736 

Strawberries...;  "  ;  92,960;  76,960;  74,704:  45,248:  44,240;  38,080 

Gooseberries...:  "  :  67,200:  66,080:  72,352;  75,824;  65,520;  72,240 

Raspberries  :  "  :  19,040;  16,240;  11,648:  12,860;  10,752;  11,424 


British  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
a./  Preliminary. 

In  the  past  six  years  imports  of  fresh  fruit  have  averaged  about 
75  per  cent  of  the  total  consumption  of  fresh  fruit  In  the  United  Kingdom. 
Apples  are  imported  largely  from  the  United  States,  Canada  and  Australia. 
The  bulk  of  the  pear  imports  are  obtained  from  Continental  European  coun- 
tries, particularly  Belgium  and  France,  but   in  so:;e  years  a  considerable 
part  of  the  pear  imports  come  from  the  United  St.*tos. 

Orange  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  are  mainly  from  Spain  and 
Palestine  in  the  winter  and  spring,  and  from  South  Africa,  the  United  States 
and  Brazil  in  the  summer  and  fall  months.     Grapefruit  are  obtained  largely 
from  the  United  States,  including  Porto  Pico,  and  the  British  West  Indies. 
Host  of  the  lemons  are  imported  from  Italy.  Spain  and  Portugal  are  the 
leading  sources  of  grapes  in  the  fall  months,  .vhile  imports  from  South 
Africa  in  tve  '/inter  are  increasing  rapidly'. 
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UNITED  KINGDOM:     Imports  of  fresh  fruit,  1925-1929 


Kind         : thousands  !   1924     !   1925     !   1926     \  1927     !   1928     :  1929  */ 


Apples  ;b/  bushels:  16,677;   13,977:  19,329:  14,376;  14,206:  13,447 

Pears  :  "        :     2,956:     1,319:     3,201:     2,415:     2,0C6:  2,517 

Bananas  :c/  bunches:  11,308;  12,030:  13,546;  12,696;  12,966:  14,938 

Grapefruit ... :d/  boxes     ;      e/    :      e/    s      e/    :        606;        757;  669 

Oranges  -d/      "         ;   12,C32:  12,366;  12,757;  12,637;  12,416:  14,634 

Lemons  and      :  :::::: 

other  citrus:f/      "        :     1,952;     2,219;     1,992:     1,883;     1,709:  2,068 

Plums  :     pounds     ;  64,266:  56,784:  48,720-  65,864;  53,788:  56,651 

Grapes  "         :  91,640:109,648;  56^572;  60,416;  93,989;  96,575 

Nuts  used  as  ;  :  :  •  ;  •  : 

fruit  :  "         ;152, 320:136, 854:135, 164:113, 680:131, 017:144, 102  ' 

Other  sorts..:  "         :111,216:  95,672; 133,392; 101,405;  95,124:107,230 


Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  kingdom. 

a/  Preliminary. 

b/  Bushels  of  48  pounds- 

c_/  Bunches  average  34  pounds. 

d/  Boxes  of  70  pounds. 

e_/  Not  shown  separately. 

f_/  Boxes  of  74  pounds. 
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EUhQ..        FRUIT  FRODUpTIpI-.:         :  :."::IT  CONDITIONS 

Apple  and  pear  crops  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  arc  expected 
tc  be  poorer  in  both  quantity  and  quality  than  earlier  reports  indi- 
cated, according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  foT&tgp.  Agricultural 
Service,  froi  Mr*  L.  V.  Stccrc,  Agricultural  Cor.Missioner  at  Berlin. 
Mr,  Stot re  is  reporting  on  conditions  as  he  found  then  on  a  recent 
trip  through  the  principal  fru.it  districts  of  continental  Europe.  The 
apple  crop  on  the  '■.."hole  should  be  considerably  below  average  and  far 
below,  that  of  last  year.    This  is  particularly  true  in  the  recet  im- 
portant cer.ipetitivo  districts.    Fears  are  expected  to  be  light  parr 
ticularly  the  winter  varieties. 

Short  crop  r epert e d  f  or  raost_ c oiurtries 

In  ifolLand  the  apple  crop  is  expected  to  be  about  1/2  the 
average  crop  or  25  to  30  per  cent  below  the  crop  of  last  year.  The 
late  varieties  arc  very  light  particularly  ocslcops.    The  fruit  is 
below-  average  quality.    Fear  conditions  nary,  but  on  the  whole  they 
arc  probably  average  or  above.     The  Belgian  apple  crop  is  expected  to 
be  much  below  average  although  pears  are  expected  to  be  a  relatively 
good  crop.    Apples  are  generally  light  in  Franco  and  pear  prospects 
are  unfavorable.    In  Switzc_rj!  and.  the  apple  crop  is  very  light.     It  is 
estimated  at  about  £0  "per  cent  of  last  year  or  one  third  of  an  av- 
erage crop.    Late  apples  arc  expected  tc  be  very  short.    The  pear 
crop  in  Switzerland  is  poor.     In  the  Fiodriont  and  Central  section  of 
Italy  the  apple  crops  are  light  but  a  very  largo  croo  is  expected  in 
the  Tyrol.    According  to  trade  opinion,  however,  the  quality  of  the 
crop  has  suffered  in  recent  weeks.    Trie  Tyrol  pear  crcp  is  c  xooctcd 
to  be  generally  light  but  in  sonc  sections  the  yield  will  be  good. 

In  the  Styria  district  ex  Austria  apple  prospects  are  well 
above  average  but  the  quality  is  rather  poor  due  to  hail  and  disease. 
Fear  prospects  are  poor.    An  average  apple  crop  is  in  prospect  in 
Czechoslavakir  on  the  basis  of  the  existing  trees,  tut  ah cut  one-third 
below  the  average  prior  to  the  severe  freeze  in  the  winter  of  IE  28-29. 
Early  nears  are  ?.rcun$  average  but  late  varieties  are  expected  to  be 
very  light.    Hungrier  and  Yugoslavian  apple  prospects  are  noi?  less 
frvoreble  than  earlier  in  toe  season.    The  Gorpipr  n#X«  crop  in  on 
the  whole  mch  below  average.    In  the  important  Lake  Constance 
crd  Rhine  rrrs  only  25  nor  cent  er  loss  of  last  year's  crow  is  expected, 
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The  apple  crops  in  the  Elbe  Valley  and  in  the  North  are  about  average, 
whereas  the  Central  section  is  below  average.    Fears  in  Southern 
Germany  arc  light  and  in  the  Northern  and  Central  sections  medium. 
Reports  from  the  Scandinavian  Countries  continue  to  point  to  good 
crops  of  apples  and  pears. 

The  prospect  of  large  apple  exports  from  the  Tyrol  and 
Styria  tc  the  northern  European  markets  are  reduced  because  of  the 
.unusual  Italian,  French,  Belgian  and  Suiss  demand.    This  is  indicated 
by  the  early  buying  in  these  districts  which  is  the  result  of  small 
home  crops.    Depressed  business  conditions  will,  however,  reduce  the 
Continental  demand  for  American  fruit  particularly  Germany.  Apple 
and  pear  prices  arc  firm  but  rising  in  the  producing  districts  with 
growers  holding  back  on  sales.     It  appears,  however,  that  the  trade 
is  reluctant  to  meet  growers1  terms.  .  Mr,  Steerc  expects  prices  to 
rise  but  is  of  the  opinion  that  high  prices  will  tend  to  curtail 
consumption  seriously. 

British  fruit  marko  t_ ^ndj/tiqns 

Agricultural  Commissioner  E.  A.  Foley  cables  that  on  Wed- 
nesday August  6  there  were  no  American  plums  but  a  fair  quantity  of 
California  Bartlett  pears  and  Gravers tc ins  offered  for  sale  at  Liver- 
pool.   Fancy  Gravensteins  150/175  made  $2.80  to  #2.92  while  the 
Fancy  188/smaller  size  sold  at  $2.55  to  $2.68.    Bartletts  sold  mostly 
from  $4.87  to  $5.35 .    At  London  Fancy  150/175  Gravensteins  were  sell- 
ing at  about  $2.68.     The  smaller  sizes  sold  at  $4.87  to  $5.60  at  Lon- 
don.   There  wore  no  fresh  arrivals  of  American  plums. 

Marketing  Board  finds  light  crop  of  most  European  ...fruits. 

In  addition  to  corroborating  Mr.  Steerc ?  s  observations  on 
Continental  apple  and  pear  conditions,  the  British  Empire  Marketing 
Board  reports  that  the  cherry  and  plum  crops  probably  will  be  below 
those  of  last  year.    Berry  crops  are  generally  good.    Blossoming  was 
favorable  and  late  frosts  caused  but  little  damage.    Excessive  rain- 
fall and  low  temperatures  during  the  spring  delayed  setting,  however, 
and  early  maturing  varieties  •rielded  poorly.     The  recent  hot  weather 
aided  the  berry  crops  but  caused  much  cropping  of  other  fruits. 


F-94 


 (Soe 

Country 

England  ..... 

France  ....... 

Belgium  ...... 

Netherlands  . . 
Germany  ...... 

Italy  ........ 

Austria  ....... 

Hungary 

Spain  

Switzerland  .. 
Czc  clic  slavakia 
Yugoslavia  . . . 
Denmark  ...... 

Total  Eur one 


England  ...... 

x'  X  *!. .  1 1 G  O      •  •  C  O  O  9  o 

Belgium  ...... 

Netherlands  .. 

Germany   

Italy 

Switzerland  . . 
Czochosl  avai;  i  a 
Austria  ...... 

Hungary  ...... 

Total  Europe 


EUROPE:    Conditior  of  fruit  crops  by  countries, 

July  1930 

similar  table  .for  1929  season,  report  F.3./F-61  July  ?.Z ,_  1929) 

Plums  and 
Greengages 


Apples 


Fair  to  gocd 

Light 

Li  grit 

Poor 

Medium 

Good 

Good 

!Iodiu^  5/ 

Light 
Gcoa 
Medium 
Good 

Fair 

Cherries 


Very  lair 
to  pood 
(Early)Light 
(Late)  Good 
Light 

.Fairly  good 

Gocd 

Variable 

Li  gat 

Medium 

Good 

Good 

Fair  to  good 


Pears 


Very  fair 
to  good 
Light 
Medium 
Fairly  good 
Light 
Light 
Light 
Medium  3/ 

Light 
Light 
Medium 
Medium 

Fair  to  poor 

Straw- 
berries 


Fair  to  goo 


Good 


Fairly  good 
Very  good 
Good 

Fairly  good 


eoca 


Good 

Good 

Light 
1/ 

Light 
Medium 

Poor 
Good 
Light 
Medium 
Light 
Good 

Fair 

Black 
currants 


Good 
Goed 
Good 

Fairly  good 
Very  good 


Good 


Good 


Poaches 


Medium 
/ 

Light 
Good 

Poor 

Light 


Fair 


Rod 
currants 


Good 

Good 

Good 
Good 

Very  good 


Gced 


Good 


Apricots 


Gocd 


Light 

Light 

Gocd 

Poor 

Good 


Fair  to  good 


Goose- 
berries 


Gocd 
Gocd 
Good 

Very  good 
Goal 


Gocd 
ted  re- 


source:    "Fruit  Ilotos'''"  Empire  Marketing  Board,    The  conditions  indie; 

late  to  each  country  as  a  whole  in  so  far  as  present. ini'ornation  is  available. 
1/  Greengages  good,  English  damsons  fairly  poor,  other  plums  fairly  good. 
2/  Under  glass  good,  outdoors  fair. 
3/  Consul  John  Ii.  Morgan,  Budapest,  Hinigary. 
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CANADA  ESTABLISHES  FIXED  VALUATIONS  FOR  DUTY  PURPOSES 

The  establishment  of  so-called  fixed  valuations  for  the  purpose  of 
assessing  the  import  duty  on  certain  fruits  and  vegetables  when  imported 
from  the  United  States  is  announced  by  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  in  Appraiser's  Bulletin  No,  3658,  issued  under  date  of 
August  26,  1930.     The  new  order  became  effective  on  August  28,  1930  and 
will  remain  in  force  until  further  notice. 

The  fruits  and  vegetables  i or  wnic  h  fixed 'valuations  have  been  estab- 
lished   together  with  the  rate  of  duty  which  will  be  assessed  under  the 
Tariff  Act  now  in  force,  and  the  rates  that  were  in  effect  a  year  ago  are 
shown  below: 


CANADIAN  IMPORT  DUTY  AND  EIXED  VALUATIONS: 
On  certain  fruits  and  vegetables  imported  from  the  United  States 


Commodity 


Fruits: 

Peaches  

Pears  

Plums  and  prunes 

Apples  

■  Cantaloupes  


Vegetables 
Cabbage. 


Celery  . 
Onions. . 
Tomatoes 


Canadian  import 
duty  in  1929 
(General  Tariff 


$1.00  per  100  lbs. 
50c    "      "  " 
30  £    "  bushel 
90^    11  barrel 
3*£  each 


'60$>  ad  valor  ei 
n      it  ii 


ti 


New  duty  basis  effective  August  28,1930 


Valuation 
for  duty 
pur p  oses 

I 


124  P?r  lb. 

it  n 

7 

136     »  " 


9l 
8f 


101  " 

lol  " 


Rat-e  of  duty 
(General 
Tariff) _ 


BOfo  ad  valorem 
ii      ii  ii 


ti  ii 
it  ii 
it  n 


30^o 


ti 

ii  it 
it  ii 
it  it 


Equivalent 

duty 
per  100  lb 3. 


$2.40 
$1.50 
$1.60 
$1.20 
$2.60 


$1.50 
$3.00 
$1.20 
$3.00 


♦ 
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A  supplementary  order  issued  by  the  Canadian  Commissioner  of  Customs 
on  August  27,   1930  provides  that  the  fixed  valuations  will  also  apply  to 
tomatoes  imported  from  Mexico  and  to  onions  from  any  source  entered  under 
the  Intermediate  or  3-eneral  Tariff. 

The  Canadian  import  duty  of  20  per  cent  and  30  per  cent,  respectively, 
on  the  fruits    and  vegetables  above  shown  is  the  regular  rate  of  duty  fixed 
in  the  Canadian  Tariff  Act  which  went  into  force  on  May  1,  1930,  and  with 
some  modifications  on  May  19  and  20,  1930.     It  will  "be  noted  upon  comparing 
the  present  rates  of  duty  with  those  prevailing  a  year  ago,   that  there  has 
been  no  change  in  the  rate  of  duty  on  fresh  vegetables,  which  continues  at 
30  per  cent,  while  in  the  case  of  fresh  fruits,   the  duty  has  been  changed 
from  a  specific  to  an  ad  valorem  basis.     The  real  significance,  however, 
of  the  Canadian  duty  on  these  products  lies  in  the  valuation  which  is  used 
as  a  basis  for  assessing  the  ad  valorem  rates  fixed  in  the  Canadian  Tariff 
Act.     Under  the  law  in  effect  last  year,  for  example,  the  30  per  cent  import 
duty  on  fresh  vegetables,  was  assessed  on  the  invoice  or  foreign  value,  which 
in  the  case  of  tomatoes  imported  from  the  United  States  averaged  around 
7  cents  per  pound.     The  new  fixed  valuation  on  tomatoes,  now  in  effect,  is 
10  cents  per  pound. 

The  new  Canadian  Tariff  Act  which  became  effective  on  May  1,  19  and  20, 
1930  provided  that  the  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty  fixed  in  the  Act  (and  wMch 
in  some  cases  were  higher  than  tnose  finally  adopted)  should  not  be  less 
than  the  equivalent  specific  rates  fixed  in  the  Act.     The  duty  on  peaches, 
for  example,  as  originally  fixed  in  the  Tariff  Act  was  25  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
"Provided  that  when  imported  under  the  3-eneral  Tariff  rate    the  duty  shall 
be  not  less/than  one  and  one-quarter  cents  per  pound".  In  other  words,  peaches 
with  a  low  invoice  value  would  be  subjected  to  the  specific  duty  whereas  a 
high  import  valuation  would  result  in  the  assessment  of  the  ad  valorem  duty. 
However,  the  rate  of  duty  on  peaches  was  subsequently  changed  to  20  per  cent, 
and  under  the  new  valuation  plan  which  became  effective  on  August  28,  1930, 
this  rate  of  duty  will  be  assessed  on  the  basis  of  the  established  valuation 
of  12  cents  per  pound,  regardless  ox  the  foreign  market  or  invoice  value. 

The  establishment  of  fixed  minimum  valuations  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sessing import  duties  is  specifically  authorized  by  Section  43  of  the 
Canadian  Customs  Act,  which  has  been  in  force  for  a  number  of  years.  Similar 
fixed  valuations  under  authority  of  this  provision  were  established  in  1925 
on  a  large  variety  of  fruits  and  vegetables.     An  analysis  of  the  operation 
of  the  fixed  valuation  plan  established  in  1926  is  contained  in  Foreign  News 
on  Fruits  and  Vegetables    F, 3./F-33,  issued  under  date  of  September^,  1926. 
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LARGER  SUPPLY  OF  MEDI TERRANEAN  RAISINS  AND  CURRANT5 


The  production  of  raisins  and  currants  in  the  principal  countries  of 
the  Mediterranean  Basin  this  year  will  "be  in  the  neighborhood  of  five  per 
cent  above  last  year,  according  to  data  cabled  to  tne  Foreign  Service  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  by  Agricultural  Commissioner  N.  I. 
Nielsen  at  Marseilles,    A  decrease  in  the  production  of  raisins  will  be 
more  than  offset  by  the  larger  crop  of  Greek  currants.     In  addition  the 
total  supply  will  be  augmented  by  a  carryover  of  around  13,000  short  tons 
of  currants  from  last  year' s  Greek  crop.     Old  stocks  of  raisins  are  prac- 
tically exhausted. 


Estimates  on  production  of  raisins  in  Spain  have  been  reduced  to 
13,000  short  tons  for  the  Valencia  district  and  10,000  for  Malaga.  This 
compares  with  last  year's  production  of  13,000  tons  in  Valencia  and  9,500 
tons  in  Malaga.     The  reduction  in  the  present  season' s  estimate  compared 
with  earlier  forecasts  is  due  ,  in  the  case  of  Valencia,  to  the  heavy  demand 
for  fresh  grapes  and.  in  the  case  of  Malaga,  to  damage  from  mildew,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Nielsen. 


The  estimate  of  the  Smyrna  raisin  crop  is  now  placed  at  41,500  short 
tons  compared  with  an  earlier  forecast  of  48,000  short  tons  and  with  the 
revised  estimate  of  the  1929  crop  of  52,000  tons.     The  estimate  of  produc- 
tion of  Greek  sultana  which  earlier  in  the  season  was  put  at  8,000  short 
tons  has    been  reduced  to  6,600  tons  against  6,500  tons  in  1929. 

Greek  currant  production  for  1930  is  still  estimated  at  165,000  short 
tons  compared  with  a  revised  estimate  of  last  year's  production  of  143,000 
short  tons.  In  addition  to  the  present  season's  crop  there  is  a  carryover 
of  approximately  13,000  short  tons  of  1929  currants  in  Greece. 


Raisin  and  currant  market  conditi jns. 


The  raisin  market  in  Smyrna  is  active  at  prices  about  16  per  cent  below 
last  year.     Exports  of  raisins  from  Smyrna  in  August  amounted  to  2,753  short 
tons  against  1,925  tons  in  August  last  year.     Germany  has  been  the  heaviest 
buyer.     There  has  been  little  activity  in  the  Valencia  and  Malaga  markets 
thus  far  this  season  although  prices  are  below  last  year.   In  Greece  the 
demand  for  currants  is  inactive  as  buyers  appear  to  feel  that  prices  for  the 
new  crop  will  be  below  present  quotations. 


